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Together as a church, we’ve read four gospels--Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. All in the span of ninety days. Then, we took one 
month to read a chapter a day of Acts, the story of the early church, 
and the spread of the gospel.

Now, we slow down a bit to savor the book of Romans. A book that 
Martin Luther called, “the purest gospel.” Biblical scholar John Stott 
said it is the “manifesto of freedom through Jesus Christ.” 

We plan to read together one chapter a week. Perhaps you will read  
the chapter every day...the same one seven days in a row. Noticing 
different things each time, different words jumping off the page, 
questions about phrases and arguments. Perhaps you will read a 
few verses a day. However you choose to do it, I pray that it will be 
enriching for you to dive into this important book.

One thing that is important to remember in reading Romans is that 
it is read differently than the gospels or Acts. Romans is a letter 
written to the believers in Rome. The letters of the New Testament 
were written by Paul, Peter, John, and others to address specific 
questions that those churches were asking. Or, to address specif-
ic concerns that the authors had heard regarding false teachings, 
divisions within the church, or to encourage the church to persevere 
in the midst of persecution.

Romans is a bit different than other New Testament letters. One dif-
ference is simply its length. (By the way, the early church arranged 
the thirteen letters of Paul based primarily on their length. Nine 
letters are addressed to Christian communities (Romans, 1 and 2 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians), and four were addressed to individual believers (I 
and 2 Timothy, Philemon, and Titus).  Another difference is that Paul 
had not yet visited this group of believers. Romans serves as a way 
of introducing himself, but more importantly, the gospel that he has 
been teaching and preaching. 
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As a Presbyterian church, we are in the family of Reformed 
churches, and what we believe about God is shaped by the Word 
of God, and how our heritage has interpreted God’s Word. Part of 
our Reformed heritage means some distinctive beliefs, and much 
of Reformed doctrine is found here in the book of Romans. We are 
shown the depravity of humanity and our capacity for sin in all its 
forms.  But, we are also shown that we are made right again with 
God, not by something we did, but by what God did through the 
death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his resurrection from the 
dead. We are made right, or “justified,” by God’s grace, through faith.

Romans 9-11 highlights the difficult question of election--that God 
chooses some in order that they bless the nations.  Romans 12 
begins a section that emphasizes our opportunity as believers to 
live out our faith in the world. This is another distinctive Reformed 
doctrine: that our being chosen is not simply for salvation, but for 
service in the world.

We have chosen the title “Not Guilty” for this series for many rea-
sons. Throughout the book, Paul uses the language of the court-
room to declare that we have been set free from shame, guilt, and 
a broken relationship with God and others. Because of the gift of 
Jesus Christ, who died for us on the cross to forgive our sins and 
repair the broken relationship with our heavenly Father, indeed, we 
are not guilty anymore.

David Burke
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Sometimes in reading the letters of the New Testament, it is easy 
for forget that actual people were writing these, and there were 
events surrounding their lives that brought about the purpose 
of these letters. With Romans, Paul is on his way to Spain.  He 
plans on first stopping in Jerusalem, then Rome. He has a sum of 
money with him, as a collection among Greek churches was taken 
for poverty-stricken Christians around Jerusalem. It is an amazing 
thought to think of early Christians giving away their wealth to the 
group of people that they would likely never meet. Biblical scholar 
John Stott points out that this collection was highly symbolic. “It 
was a symbol of Jewish-Gentile solidarity in the body of Christ, 
and of an appropriate reciprocity (Gentiles sharing with Jews their 
material blessings, having first shared in their spiritual blessings)” 
(John Stott, Romans, p.33). We can see that Paul is hoping to 
pass on that sense of unity to the believers in Rome. The main 
differences between the two groups were about how to observe 
the ceremonial regulations like food, circumcision, and special holy 
days of observance.  In other words, there were those who would 
place themselves in a camp of “observing the law” Christians, and 
those Christians that felt like the law was unnecessary.

Paul opens the letter by describing a bit about who he is: an apos-
tle, set apart to proclaim this good news. Apostle was not a term 
he used lightly.  It was usually reserved for those who walked with 
Jesus and witnessed his life, death, and resurrection. Paul intro-
ducing himself like this is important because he has not yet spent 
time with them face to face, and perhaps wants to establish his 
credibility. But Paul does not linger there, preferring to talk more 
about who Jesus his Lord is: the one promised by the prophets, 
descended from King David, Son of God, resurrected from the 
dead, and Lord. 

ROMANS 1
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After commending the Roman church for their faith, Paul express-
es his sincere desire to be with them, and help them grow in their 
faith. He then utters some of his most famous words: “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salva-
tion for everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gen-
tile. For in the gospel a righteousness is revealed, a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written, ‘The righteous 
shall live by faith.’” (Romans 1:16-17)

We will talk more in Romans 3 about what the word righteousness 
might mean. But it is enough to say here that Paul is introducing 
what is to be a theme throughout Romans: we are made right with 
God through faith in the good news of Jesus Christ, by the grace, 
the free gift, of God. Theologians call this “justification by grace 
through faith alone.” In other words, we don’t have to do anything 
to earn God’s love. Read that again. You don’t have to earn your 
Heavenly Father’s love.

I’m not going to ignore the issue of sexuality that is raised in vers-
es 26-27.  Such an issue warrants more than a passing mention in 
a reading guide, especially with the tensions in our society today. 
But let us note that the mention of men and women “exchang-
ing natural relations for unnatural ones” (Romans 1:26) is in the 
context of what it means to worship something made, instead of 
the one who made all things.  And, Paul goes on to mention these 
as further manifestations of a “depraved mind”: gossip, slander, in-
solence, arrogance, parental disobedience, ruthlessness, and the 
approving of such things. And let us just be warned not to be quick 
to pass judgment on others...as chapter 2 is on its way.  --DJB

ROMANS 1
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2:1-11
In chapter 1 Paul addresses the universality of human sin and 
all people’s need for a Savior.  At the beginning of chapter 2 the 
apostle turns his attention to religion that condemns others and 
which takes perverse pleasure in the prospect of the judgment 
and punishment of those others.

To that end Paul makes two assertions.  First, he reasons that 
if you have enough of a sense of right and wrong to see what’s 
wrong in others, then you ought to be far better at seeing what’s 
wrong in yourself.  Does that sound familiar?  “Why do you see 
the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but don’t notice the speck in 
your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3).  

According to an old English proverb, “The proof of the pudding 
is in the eating” (that is, “Whether or not the pudding is good is 
determined by how it tastes”).  Paul’s second assertion is that the 
indicator of how good we are is not found in the religious labels 
we wear; rather, it’s found in how we live.  

Today Paul would say that the evidence of our faith and morality 
is not found in the church or denomination we belong to, or in the 
theological camp we subscribe to, or in any of the adjectives we 
use to describe ourselves (evangelical, Bible-believing, reformed, 
Spirit-filled,  et cetera), but in our overall conduct and lifestyle.  In 
a nutshell, God’s final evaluation of us will not be conducted on 
the basis of who we profess to be, but on the evidence of who we  
really are.  

ROMANS 2
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“For he will repay according to each one’s deeds” (verse 6).  Be 
careful not to misunderstand Paul’s words.  That sixth verse must be 
understood in relation to everything else the apostle wrote – not only 
here in Romans but in all of his other letters as well.  His argument 
was that we don’t do good works so we can be saved; we’re saved 
so we can do good works!  And if the good works aren’t there, then 
– as Paul wrote elsewhere -- we need to examine ourselves to see 
whether we are living in the faith (2 Corinthians 13:5).

2:12-16
These next verses can be a bit difficult to understand (and quite 
easy to misunderstand).  In essence, Paul proceeds to say that 
God will judge people according to the understanding of right and 
wrong that they possessed.  Gentiles (non-Jews) had a natural 
sense of what should and should not be done; Jews had been giv-
en the biblical Law which was a better indicator of what should and 
should not be done.
 
Paul candidly states that Gentiles – without the Law – are capable of 
doing what’s good on occasion.  Likewise, Jews – with the Law – are 
also capable of doing good at times.  But Paul’s primary assertion is 
that neither group was without sin, and that left to themselves  
they would not fare well under God’s scrutiny and judgment.  

2:17-24
In this section of chapter 2 Paul states, unapologetically, that the 
moral conduct of Jews was generally better than that of Gentiles.  
Nevertheless, in verses 21-23 the apostle writes that the critical 
issue is not how well Jews measured up against Gentiles, but how 
they  measured up against the Law, of which God had made them 
possessors and stewards.  Evaluated by that standard, Paul says, 
they would not be found to be good or moral, and in their failure to 
be so, they dishonored God’s character and reputation. 

ROMANS 2 (Continued)
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2:25-29
Some biblical scholars believe that Paul wrote this letter to the Ro-
man Christians fully expecting that it would find its way (or copies 
of it would find their way) into the hands of Rome’s Jewish leaders.  
Therefore, much of the letter contains Paul’s answers to questions  
or  arguments that he believed some Jews would have in response 
to what he had written.  

For instance, in this last section of chapter 2 Paul responds to a 
question he must have expected some Jews to make: “Doesn’t 
the fact that Jews are circumcised guarantee that they will never 
be judged?”  Behind that question was the belief that if Jews went 
through the rite of circumcision then that assured them of salvation.  

Paul’s reply is that circumcision means nothing unless people’s 
lives and conduct demonstrate what the rite is supposed to sym-
bolize – namely, that they have been made righteous through faith.  
There were, said Paul, Jews who had been physically circumcised  
but didn’t live as if their hearts had been spiritually circumcised (cf. 
Jeremiah 4:4).  Similarly, there were Gentiles who had not been cir-
cumcised who nonetheless lived in a way which showed that their 
hearts had undergone an inner circumcision.  

In closing, Paul makes what would have been a shocking state-
ment – that the uncircumcised (Gentiles) will judge the circumcised 
(Jews).  And Paul wraps up this portion of the letter writing about 
a topic the books of the Bible persistently raise, namely, that it isn’t 
“exterior” faith that matters, but “interior” faith.  --DW

ROMANS 2 (Continued)
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“Christianese”: the Urban Dictionary defines this word like this:
A communicable language within the Christian subculture with 
words and phrases created, redefined, and / or patented that ap-
plies only to the Christian sphere of influence.

In the examples that follow, it is clear that “Christianese” is more 
about the cliche phrases that we might use amongst ourselves 
that others outside the church might not understand. Imagine be-
ing completely unfamiliar with church, and hearing someone say 
this: “After having my quiet time this morning, I dove into the Word,  
got myself prayed up, to go out and show the world that I am more 
than a conqueror!” But equally difficult to understand are words 
that Paul uses here in Romans 3, because they do not often make 
their way into common speech:  righteousness, justified, atone-
ment. For those of us who have been around the church, we feel 
like we should know these words, and have a vague idea of what 
they mean. But do we really understand them?

Righteousness: Righteousness is the “fulfillment of the expecta-
tions in any relationship, whether with God or other people.”  The 
Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible goes on to say that righteousness 
pervades all relationships, such as husband and wife, parents and 
children, employer and employee, merchant and customers, ruler 
and citizens, and God and man.  In other words, righteousness 
makes our communities better places. 

Justified: Justified is a legal term, “meaning ‘acquit’, ‘declare 
righteous’, the opposite of ‘condemn’ (cf. Dt. 25:1; Pr. 17:15; Rom. 
8:33). Justifying is the judge’s act. From the litigant’s standpoint, 
therefore, ‘be justified’ means ‘get the verdict’ (Is. 43:9, 26)”  You 
can see why we were drawn to the phrase “not guilty” when giving 
a title for this series.

ROMANS 3



Atonement: “In Christian thought, the act by which God and man 
are brought together in personal relationship. The term is derived 
from Anglo-Saxon words meaning “making at one,” hence “at-one-
ment.” It presupposes a separation or alienation that needs to be 
overcome if human beings are to know God and have fellowship 
with him. As a term expressing relationship, atonement is tied close-
ly to such terms as reconciliation and forgiveness.” 

You can see from these definitions that there is overlap in the 
terms, yet each one carries different nuances. Righteousness 
has more of a communal meaning, while justified has more legal 
connotations. Atonement highlights the restoration of brokenness 
through forgiveness.

What is most interesting to me is the insistence of Paul that God 
has revealed righteousness through Jesus Christ. Our righteous-
ness before God is not simply an individual affair...it has ramifica-
tions for how we are to live in the world.  --DJB

ROMANS 3 (continued)
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One of the most precious teachings in Scripture is that of justifica-
tion. Justification is a legal term that means, “to be declared righ-
teous.” The teaching of justification is set up by Paul by painting a 
grim picture in the first three chapters as to how without exception 
all of us fall short of God’s glorious standard. If that is the case, is 
there any hope that we could ever please God?

As a matter of fact, yes, but not in the manner that initially may 
come to the average person’s mind. The Holy Spirit tells us 
through Paul that we are justified, or made right with God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. How can that be? Is this too good to be true? 
Do I have to earn some of that righteousness? The answer is a 
resounding, No! After stating that people are made righteous in 
God’s eyes through faith alone in Christ alone, Paul goes on to 
prove it through two of the most prominent Old Testament heroes. 
You mean grace is taught in the Old Testament? Yes!

Paul reminds his original readers and us as well that, “Abraham 
believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness” 
(Genesis 15:6). In other words faith in God came before Abraham 
was declared righteous. Paul goes on to prove this by the order of 
two important events in the Old Testament. Circumcision in the Old 
Testament was considered a seal of the covenant that God made 
with His people; very similar to what baptism is for Christians to-
day. Before Abraham performed the “work” of circumcision he was 
already declared righteous by God. In other words his good works 
naturally followed his new righteous standing with God. The Law 
of God came 430 years after Abraham was declared righteous. 
Obviously righteousness doesn’t come from keeping all of God’s 
laws then. Paul concludes by telling us that we are made right in 
God’s eyes through faith in Christ. Jesus graciously exchanged his 
righteousness for our rags. God now sees us as clean because of 
the righteousness of Christ that permanently rests upon the Chris-
tian. That is wonderful news! --DP
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When I (David B.) first interviewed here at Fremont, the search 
committee asked me to prepare a sermon on Romans 5:1-5. I 
think I will always remember that passage with the time I preached 
to nine people in someone’s living room! I won’t bore you with 
what I said to them...except to say I talked about the time when 
Kelsey and took a date and test drove an RV. What that has to do 
with Romans 5 you’ll never know!

When I read Romans 5 this time, I again was struck by how many 
things Paul says are given to us: justification (there’s that word 
again), peace with God, access by faith into God’s grace, joy in 
the hope of the glory of God, God pouring His love into our hearts, 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit in us. It might be helpful to remember 
here the context of where Paul was writing. You may have noticed 
that Paul is spending a lot of time explaining the richness of this 
idea of justification. And, in expressing the concept of “peace with 
God.” In a world where people lived in fear of the retribution of the 
gods and goddesses, who capriciously treated humans as tools 
and playthings, Paul wanted to make clear that the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ was different. 

So let me list those things again: peace with God, access by faith 
into God’s grace, joy in the hope of the glory of God, God pouring 
His love into our hearts, and the gift of the Holy Spirit in us.  This is 
the WHAT of the grace of God. But I also was struck about WHEN 
these things were given.  While we were weak and powerless...
while we were yet sinners.

ROMANS 5
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Maybe it’s a bit like this: a child whose birthday is coming up. 
Instead of behaving, the child goes through a season of absolute 
disobedience. As a toddler, maybe they are painting on the new 
hardwood floors after being told not to twenty times. As a teenag-
er, they are breaking curfew, yelling at their parents in complete 
disrespect. It doesn’t happen once, it happens again and again 
and again. When their parents are thinking about their birthday, 
are they inclined to shower them with gifts?  

This is the complete ridiculousness of the gospel: while we were 
throwing our tantrums of sin, God gave us the gift of His Son. And 
it wasn’t even our birthday.   --DJB

ROMANS 5 (continued)



16

Romans 6 begins with this question: What shall we say, then? 
Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!  
What we will discover in the chapters that follow that Paul is think-
ing carefully about how his hearers might be responding to this 
teaching. The Rhetoric of Aristotle, a classic work on the art of 
persuasion, taught that effective argument learned to anticipate the 
questions and counter arguments of your audience and address 
them before they could argue them.  In other words, in persuading 
someone, you can learn to say, “You might be thinking...” Whether 
Paul was trained officially in this method is unclear. But, you will 
see that he uses this quite often in the chapters to come.

Paul is quite astute when it comes to our nature. How often have 
all of us even had the thought, “Well, if God is so forgiving and 
gracious, does our sin even matter?” Paul knows our tendency to 
try and “get away with things”--and we will try and do the same with 
God’s grace. 

Paul warns us sternly that sin has its consequences. More than 
that, we actually were enslaved to sin before God reconciled us to 
Himself. But now, we have been set free. Paul concludes this chap-
ter with these glorious words: “The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” When we sin, we 
earn the wages of death. What we thought would bring us pleasure 
actually makes us feel empty and dead inside. And it can lead to 
separation from God. But what God did was give us a gift. It is not 
something we earn. And the gift is eternal life. That phrase means 
life now, and life forever with God.  --DJB

ROMANS 6
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7:1-6
In the beginning of chapter 7, Paul continues to maintain that we are 
made right with God (justified) by faith, and not through any human 
attempt to get right with God by keeping the Law.  As you read 
through this chapter you’ll find that Paul sometimes condemns the 
Law and at other times defends it.  

In verse 1 Paul says that he was writing “to those who know the 
Law.”  That suggests that many, if not all, of the Gentile Christians of 
Rome had been adherents to Jewish synagogues or “God-fearers” 
before their conversions to Christ.  

Paul illustrates the Christian’s relationship to the Law with a marriage 
analogy.  In that analogy he submits that the Law was binding on a 
person only while he or she was alive.  When a person dies, howev-
er, the Law’s dominion over them comes to an end.  So, Paul writes, 
when people came to trust in Christ’s work as crucified Savior to 
reconcile them to God, then they became dead to the Law.  

In verses 5 and 6 Paul explains the Law’s blessing and curse.  The 
Law, he says, reveals  what sin is, and condemns it.  That’s good!  
But the Law also gives sin energy and power.  That’s bad!  To cite 
an age-old illustration: like a mirror, the Law reveals that your face is 
dirty – but it doesn’t wash your face.  Instead, it just leaves you with 
the knowledge that you’re a mess.  

Paul wraps up verse 6 by reasoning that our emancipation from the 
Law makes it possible for us to offer God a new form of service, 
one that we engage in out of gratitude, empowered by God the Holy 
Spirit.  No longer do we have to try to earn God’s acceptance by at-
tempting (ineffectively) to keep a code of rules.  Rather, in the words 
of the old prayer, “Help us . . so to love Thee that we may fully serve 
Thee, whom to serve is perfect freedom”.  

ROMANS 7
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7:7-13
To Jews the Law was a precious gift from God.  Those reading Paul’s 
words here in Romans may have wondered if he was claiming that 
the Law was bad.  They would have considered that blasphemy, be-
cause that would mean that God had given His people a bad gift.  

So once again, Paul provides an answer to a question he assumes 
would be asked by Jewish readers of His letter: “Is the Law sinful?”  
His reply is, “Absolutely not!”  At this point Paul defends the Law, 
declaring that it reveals, instructs, and enlightens.  He then repeats 
a point he makes before: the Law shows us that we’re sinful, but 
doesn’t remove its power from our lives.  

Paul goes on to say that we wouldn’t know what sin is except for 
the Law.  Note! – even without the Law, people still sinned (often 
without knowing how extensively).  But the Law makes us aware of 
how huge and powerful a force sin is.  

In verses 7 through 10 Paul gives an example.  He cites the 10th 
of the 10 Commandments – “You shall not covet” (You shall not de-
sire/crave what your neighbor has).  According to Paul, he wouldn’t 
have known what coveting was, nor that he was guilty of doing it, if 
he hadn’t read about coveting in the Law.  

But then Paul states that rather than keep him from desiring what 
belongs to others, knowledge of coveting makes him want what 
others had all the more!  To be more specific, sin – using the Law – 
makes him want what God prohibits.  He sums up the matter in  
verse 11, writing that sin ruins the positive purpose God intended 
the Law to serve.

In verses 12 and 13 Paul answered the question he raised back in 
verse 7 – “Is the Law sinful?”  His response – No, the Law is holy, 
just, and good.  But while the Law functions as God designed, sin 
also causes the Law to work in a negative way in our minds and 
imaginations. 

ROMANS 7
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7:14-28
The conclusion of chapter 7 is one of the better known sections of 
Paul’s letters – and one of the most misunderstood and most often 
misquoted.  

Paul states that the problem is not the Law.  The problem is weak, 
self-serving, and self- destructive human nature.  “I am carnal 
(flesh and blood),” Paul wrote, “sold as a slave to sin” (verse 14).  

In the following verses (15-23) Paul describes a conflict with which 
many are familiar, and with which just as many are unfamiliar. That 
is to say, the conflict arises out of an awareness of right and wrong 
as defined by God’s gift of the Law.  When – as a result of never 
reading  the Law – people don’t know it, then they may not be the 
least bit bothered by behavior that the Law declares to be evil and 
self-serving.  But when the prohibitions and admonitions of  the 
Law are known, then the struggle Paul says takes place in himself 
is all too familiar to the rest of us.

Warning!  Don’t misinterpret what Paul wrote in the latter half of 
this seventh chapter.  Years ago I heard another Christian say, “I’m 
sure glad Paul wrote what he did in Romans 7!  It gives me peace 
to know that Paul was just as hopeless  a sinner as I am!”  

Paul wasn’t talking about being a hopeless sinner.  He was writing 
about the difference between relying on our own power as op-
posed to relying on Christ.  The key to understanding this section 
of scripture is 7:24-25 – “Who will rescue me from this body of 
death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  

Paul answers his own question.  Who could set him (and us) free 
from death’s power and control?  Jesus!  So Paul concludes: 
though sin is still powerfully at work, God is more powerfully at 
work!  And that leads to the joy and glory of chapter 8. --DW

ROMANS 7 (continued)



This is one of the richest chapters in all of Scripture. With the 
opening verse, Paul shatters the lie we might believe, that when 
God looks at us, He is looking at us with a condemning eye.  Out 
of all that has been proclaimed out of the first seven chapters, 
Paul writes, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus...” Read that again. Do you believe it? Is it 
true...for you? What is the meaning of these words? 

For many years, whenever I thought of the book of Romans, I 
thought of doctrine. That is, what we are to know about God. 
I thought of the teaching of right belief that is contained with-
in these sixteen chapters. But the more I read it, I also think it 
contains much about how we are to live. Paul sets forth for us a 
vision of living controlled by the Spirit of God.  We can live know-
ing that we have been made sons and daughters of God. We can 
hold onto hope in the midst of sufferings, knowing that our “pres-
ent sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us” (verse 18).

With the closing verses, Paul cries out in confidence: 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8:38-39)  --DJB
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The ninth chapter of Romans – along with chapters 10 and 11 – 
form a “theodicy,” a vindication of God and a justification of His 
dealings with humanity.  Here’s the situation to which Paul was re-
sponding: Israel was God’s chosen people.  How, then, could they 
have  rejected the Messiah for whom they had waited for centuries, 
and who God had sent?  How can God’s promises to Israel be 
reconciled with the unbelief of Israel and its rejection of Jesus?  

Paul offers three answers to those questions: one in chapter 9, a 
second in chapter 10, and a final one in chapter 11.  The reason 
given by Paul in this 9th chapter is summed up in verse 6 – “Not all 
who are descended from Israel are part of Israel.”  That is, God’s 
promises were never intended for those who were Israelites by 
birth; rather, they were intended for those who were Israelites by  
faith.  The true children of Abraham were both Jews and Gentiles  
who, through a lasting relationship with Christ, were experiencing 
the righteousness that comes from faith (vs. 30).  

9:1-5
I once heard a woman say, “If my death would bring one other 
person to Christ, then my prayer to God would be, ‘Lord, let it  
happen’”.  At the beginning of this 9th chapter Paul expresses a 
similar, though more drastic, thought – “I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 
people” (verse 3).  

In short, Paul says that he would be willing to forfeit his own sal-
vation if it would lead to the saving of the Jewish people.  He then 
cites two reasons for his desire.  One, the Jews were his brothers 
and sisters, his extended family of flesh and blood.  Two, they had 
a special place in God’s plan to win the world back to Himself.  The 
thought that many of the Jews would perish as a result of their lack 
of faith deeply grieved the apostle.
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9:6-13
Paul goes on to write that the Jewish rejection of Jesus did not 
mean that what God had said would happen didn’t happen.  Some 
Jews did come to faith in Christ, but “not all Israelites truly belong 
to Israel, and not all of Abraham’s children are his true descen-
dants” (verses 6b-7a).  The apostle illustrates that fact by alluding 
to Abraham’s family.  Abraham was the father of many descen-
dants, including Ishmael, the sons of Keturah (Gen. 25:1ff), and 
Esau.  But only  Isaac and Jacob were “God’s children.”

Verse 13 may sound harsh or cruel – “Jacob I have loved, but Esau 
I have hated.”  Bear in mind, however, that Paul was not writing 
about the salvation (or damnation) of Jacob and Esau’s descen-
dants.  Paul’s point is that God chose to launch His mission to 
reclaim the  world through Jacob’s line rather than through Esau’s.  

9:14-29
Once again Paul answers a question he suspected would be asked 
– most likely the question “Doesn’t that mean that God is unrigh-
teous and unfair?”  As we have found to have been his practice, the 
apostle replies, “Absolutely not!”
 
What Paul proceedes to address through this next section is not 
God’s character or nature, but God’s strategy in dealing with human-
ity.  Specifically, he refutes the all-too-familiar human suspicion that 
God randomly and capriciously chooses to act favorably to some 
and unfavorably to others; and Paul refutes that attack on God’s 
trustworthiness by steering the discussion in another direction.  

ROMANS 9
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“I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion” (verse 15).  The 
meaning behind God’s words to Moses – and Paul’s understand-
ing of God’s words – was not that God, like a mentally unstable 
dictator, can do whatever He pleases.  Instead, God’s assertion is 
a promise that His dealings with people will be consistent with His 
attributes of love and justice. 

Verse 16 is another statement of Paul’s that must be understood 
and interpreted in the  context of all the apostle wrote.  Human 
‘desire’ and ‘effort’ were a major part of Paul’s own faith, which he 
also urged on others (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Philippians 2:12-
13; 3:12-16).  At this point in the letter, Paul’s contention was that 
human desire and effort have nothing to do with God’s choosing of 
Israel, or with Jesus being the Messiah for the Gentiles as well as  
the Jews.

The “hardening” of Pharaoh’s heart (verse 18) needs to be read 
cautiously, because the Scriptures sometimes attribute that hard-
ening to Pharaoh (Exodus 7:14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 35; 13:5), 
and at other times to God (4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20; 11:10).  The 
thrust of Paul’s reasoning is this: just as God used Pharaoh’s sin 
and stubbornness to save the Jews, God was now using the sin 
and stubbornness of the Jews to save the Gentiles.  
 
In verse 19 Paul again poses a question he no doubt expected 
some members of the Jewish community to ask.  “If my rejection 
of Jesus accomplishes God’s purpose and contributes to God’s 
glory, then how can God find fault with me as a sinner?”  Paul’s 
response: it’s presumptuous and arrogant – not to mention dumb! 
– for humans to pass judgment on God.
  

ROMANS 9 (Continued)
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Verse 20 – “Who are you, O man (or ‘O mere human being’), to 
talk back to God?”  Paul’s words emphasizes the vast chasm which 
separates us from God.  He then goes on to roughly quote Isaiah 
29:16 and 45:9, both of which speak of God as the Potter – a con-
cept well-known among the Jewish people.  The apostle’s point is 
not that God is a cosmic bully, but that God’s love and justice prompt 
Him to arrange times, events, and people groups in such a way as to 
accomplish the good He desires.  

In verses 22-24 Paul repeats his declaration that while God could 
have demonstrated His wrath, instead He chose to be merciful, 
which in turn revealed the glory of His character.  And hence, the 
apostle continues, even though both Jews and Gentiles deserve 
destruction, God has called both groups to Himself.  

Paul then quotes four Old Testament passages (from Hosea and Isa-
iah) as proof that the Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles.  

9:30-33
The conclusion of Paul’s teaching in chapter 9 begins with him mak-
ing an assertion that flipped common thinking and expectation on 
their heads.  It was generally held that Jews pursued righteousness 
while Gentiles couldn’t have cared less about it.  But!, Paul states, 
while the Jews sought righteousness, it alluded them; and the Gen-
tiles, who didn’t seek righteousness, had obtained it!

Verses 31-32 contain another surprising twist by Paul.  His claim: 
Israel missed out because it actually wasn’t righteousness they were 
seeking, but the legalism of code-keeping.  Paul’s reference to Jesus 
as “the stumbling block” depicts the great tragedy – Israel’s attempt 
to arrive at righteousness failed because it refused to recognize the 
goal of the Law, which is Jesus.  We conclude, then, with a timely 
warning for ourselves, lest we become so busy with church activities 
that we refuse to see what those activities point to: namely, Jesus 
and the Great Commission He has given us.  --DW
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“...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  
Romans 10:9

When you hear the word saved, do you think “saved=get into heav-
en?”  I believe that many of us have heard a “shortened gospel.” 
Somewhere along the line, I know I was told, “If you believe these 
things about Jesus, then you will get into heaven.” But is that what 
Paul meant? The word that Paul uses for “saved” is a word that the 
other New Testament writers use to mean a variety of things: deliv-
erance from disease and demons, rescue of our physical life from 
peril or impending death, and also spiritual salvation. But even in 
this last case, spiritual salvation is more than getting into heaven. 
Yes, the gift of God is eternal life in heaven...but more.  Because 
Paul has spent so much time talking about being made right with 
God, salvation means being able to live in the knowledge that we 
are not guilty or condemned.  Our lives now are affected, because 
we live in the confidence that we have been created in the image of 
God, accepted and loved by Him, and nothing can separate us from 
that love. In other words, our never-ending, eternal life begins now.

Paul continues this section of the book of Romans expressing his 
earnest desire for his Jewish brothers and sisters to know this truth. 
But he also acknowledges that this truth is for Jew and Gentile 
alike: For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 
him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” 
(Romans 10:12-13).

ROMANS 10
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Paul’s use of the word “Lord” is important.  In the time that Paul 
was writing, Romans were often required to state publicly, “Cae-
sar is Lord.” For a believer in Jesus to say “Jesus is Lord” was to 
confront that political kingdom.  It often meant the loss of privilege, 
reputation, and life. Believe it or not, the same statement today 
means the same thing. In countries all around the world, calling 
Jesus Christ, “Lord,” carries with it discrimination, exile, and a 
sentence of death.

Where do you feel called to proclaim “Jesus is Lord”?  --DJB
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Have you ever read something in the Bible or had some sort of 
theological conversation with someone and left asking, “God, how 
can that be, I don’t get it?” Well, Paul gives us the answer to your 
question at the end of the chapter. But before we get there let us 
attempt to take in God’s grandeur. 

We read in the Old Testament that God chose the nation of Israel 
to save, bestow His gracious promises on, and to work through to 
be a light to the rest of the world. Through their light the hope was 
that all nations would see how wonderful God truly was. By the 
time Paul is writing Romans, the Church has shifted from primarily 
consisting of Jews to primarily consisting of Gentiles (non Jew-
ish people). Does this mean that the promises God made to the 
Jewish people hundreds of years earlier no longer applied? Ab-
solutely not! God does not go back on His Word! Even though the 
ethnic make up of God’s Church was changing to reflect more of a 
Gentile majority, this in no way implied that He was done working 
with the Jewish people.

Paul sends out a stern warning to the Gentiles that we would do 
well to heed today as well. He tells them not to be arrogant be-
cause their right standing with God is based solely upon grace. 
This prohibits boasting. In spite of those Jewish people who did 
reject Christ, Paul had an incredibly compassionate heart for his 
fellow countrymen. The encouraging thing Paul shares with us is 
that, indeed, a vast amount of the Jewish people at some point will 
come to know Jesus. What a glorious day this will be. 

Oh yeah, I told you at the beginning that Paul has an answer in 
this chapter that will answer your toughest questions. Well, okay, 
maybe not in the way you were thinking, but very effective none-
theless. “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowl-
edge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and 
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his ways!” What does this statement of Paul mean for us today? 
How in the world can we as mere people possibly comprehend 
the mind of God? If we could fully grasp the mind of God wouldn’t 
that be a problem? Wouldn’t that reveal that we are on a similar 
wavelength? On the contrary, God’s ways are so much higher than 
our ways. And thank God they are! One thing we know beyond 
a shadow of a doubt is that God has always been faithful. If He’s 
been faithful in the things we understand, surely He will also be 
faithful in the things we don’t yet understand.  --DP
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If you were to pick up almost any commentary on the book of Ro-
mans, most would say that Romans 12 transitions Paul’s argument 
by attempting to answer the question: “How then do we live?” Our 
lives are to be living sacrifices--this is what it means to worship. 
Our mind is to be renewed so that we can discern the will of God 
in today’s world. We are to recognize that we have been given 
gifts, and are to use them in the world, and within the church, the 
body of Christ. Verse 9 begins a “rapid-fire” succession of com-
mands on what it means to live as a believer in Jesus. 

Romans 13 slows down a bit as Paul focuses on what must have 
been a pressing issue for his audience: how Christians were to live 
in the heart of the Roman empire. While in chapter 10 Paul wrote 
that there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, here he acknowledges 
that governing authorities have been instituted by God. Paul does 
not counsel his hearers to launch a political uprising, but rather 
to live within society, obeying its laws, and being a witness to the 
hope we have in Christ. 

Finally, Paul writes these words: “Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves 
others has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8)  Does it strike you as 
interesting that Paul, trained and well-versed in the law of God, 
would write these words? How many of us believe that we are 
“fulfilling what God wants” by attending worship, reading the Bible, 
praying, and trying to treat people well.  But here Paul is saying 
that the way we treat our neighbors and fellow brothers and sisters 
in the Lord--more accurately, how we sacrifice in love for them--
this is what God is after in His people.   --DJB
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ROMANS 14

Paul takes this chapter to command his fellow believers to refrain 
from passing judgment on one another. On the one hand, he ac-
knowledges that we have freedom in Christ. Some believers have 
come to the conclusion that they can eat or drink certain things 
without violating their consciences. But, Paul says, we must all 
consider others as we do these things.  A younger (Paul calls such 
a believer “weaker”) believer might see our behavior, and assume 
all is well for them to eat or drink that too. 

This seems to be an issue in our Christian lives, because Paul 
also addresses it in his letter to the church in Corinth (I Corinthi-
ans 8). Perhaps the best illustration comes from my time in pastor-
ing college students. Some of our seniors, of legal age, thought it 
nothing to have a drink in their apartment or houses. Some fresh-
men or sophomores, seeing this behavior, often did one of two 
things: 1, they judged these older believers, thinking that because 
they were drinking they were not really Christian; or 2, they imitat-
ed these believers, often beginning to drink themselves, and it led 
to excess in their lives.  In this situation, I felt I had Romans 14 on 
“speed dial,” as I counseled both the older believers and younger 
believers. We are not to judge each other, assuming things that 
aren’t true merely because of outward behavior. And yes, we have 
freedom in Christ, but we must be careful not to cause someone 
else to stumble or fall.  --DJB
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ROMANS 15 AND 16

When we as pastors sat down to outline the sermon series on 
Romans, we all looked at Romans 15 and 16 and thought, “Hmmm, 
what do we do with Paul writing mostly about wanting to visit Rome 
and the long list of greetings? Now, don’t put it past us to come up 
with obscure sermons on obscure passages of Scripture! Instead, 
we decided to revisit some of the chapters that were so full of 
teaching and God’s promises that one sermon probably didn’t do 
them justice. You’ll find that we get to look again at Romans 12 and 
Romans 8 in our series.

Still, these chapters warrant some comment.  Paul carries on the 
theme of building up one another, instead of judging one another, 
that he developed in chapter 14. Then, Paul ends his letter to the 
Romans where he began: expressing his desire to visit, showing in 
the Scriptures that the gift of God is for all nations, and in defending 
his mission as an apostle to the nations. 

The last chapter is a “who’s who” of the early church. If you recall 
in the book of Acts, Paul traveled to many different places, planting 
churches, raising up leaders, encountering opposition, surviving 
beatings, imprisonment, and shipwreck. Along the way, people 
came to know Christ and began to lead as Paul did. And, it was evi-
dent that the Lord was raising up people before Paul even got there 
(see 16:7, where Paul speaks of Andronicus and Junia, who were 
“in Christ before me”). According to pastor and scholar Ray Sted-
man, Paul is sending his letter with the first person he mentions, 
Phoebe, a traveling businesswoman. Then the list is of people that 
Paul has met in his journeys that he knows are in Rome. He has 
knowledge of the people who have planted house churches there, 
and the work they are doing. Finally, he warns the believers to be 
wary of those that seek to cause divisions among them...again, an 
issue he deals with in many of his letters. (See I Corinthians 1:10-
17, for example). 



Paul ends the letter with this benediction...may we too be obedient 
to the faith, in which we have been declared sons and daughters 
of God, and indeed, not guilty anymore.

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gos-
pel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation 
of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now 
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 
God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise 
God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  --DJB
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